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Following weeks of tension in November, which nearly thrust the ten-month-old peace process into
yet another crisis, a major breakthrough was achieved, virtually paving the way for a successful
conclusion to the process as scheduled by Dec. 15. The rapid sequence of events in late November
and early December essentially reversed what had become a dangerous cycle of mutual noncompliance with peace accord commitments by the government and the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN). By the end of November, the list of unfulfilled commitments and expired
deadlines had grown immense, making the rapidly approaching date for implementation of major
items such as the armed forces purge and final destruction of FMLN weapons appear unrealistic.
With the FMLN having suspended demobilization due to government non-compliance with accords,
San Salvador was rife with rumors of an impending military coup by disgruntled officers. Below
is a chronology of events during the home stretch of the peace accord calendar. Nov. 30: The San
Salvador-based daily Diario Latino published a list from the non-government Salvadoran Human
Rights Commission (Comision de Derechos Humanos de El Salvador, CDHES) which contained
the names of 223 military officers accused of gross human rights violations during the war. The list,
headed by Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce and his deputy, Gen. Juan Orlando Zepeda,
was compiled on the basis of testimony from over 6,000 witnesses. The officers are accused of a
range of crimes, including torture, rape, abduction, and massacres of civilians. Army spokespersons
say the list forms part of a systematic campaign to undermine the reputation and integrity of the
armed forces. President Alfredo Cristiani will formally file charges against the CDHES for what
he characterized as its "defamatory campaign" against the military. A similar document was also
publicly released by the UNTS (Unidad Nacional de los Trabajadores Salvadorenos), one of the
country's two most important union confederations. The CDHES and UNTS had compiled the
documents in conjunction with work carried out by the "Ad Hoc Commission." Under terms of
the peace accords, the three-member Commission was charged with reviewing officers' records
to recommend their dismissal or transfer. The recommendations would be based on an officer's
suspected involvement in human rights crimes or corruption, or a general assessment that the
individual in question would not be fit to serve in a peacetime army. At UN headquarters in
New York, spokespersons for Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali confirmed having received
Cristiani's letter detailing how recommendations of the Ad Hoc Commission report will be carried
out. Several hours later, the Secretary General said Cristiani's proposed timetable to purge the
armed forces was "satisfactory." The UN Security Council unanimously approved a resolution
extending the UN peacekeeping operation in El Salvador through May 31. Under the original peace
accords timetable, the mandate for the UN Observer Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL) was to
have expired on Oct. 31. The FMLN said it would resume demobilization on Dec. 1 in order to fully
disarm its fourth 20% troop contingent. The rebels had suspended demobilization since Nov. 24,
when the FMLN accused the government of failing to comply with commitments under the peace
accords. The FMLN also reiterated its resolve to completely demobilize as scheduled on Dec. 15.
Dec. 1: Although the contents of Cristiani's letter to Butros Ghali regarding armed forces purges
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remained confidential, details continued to be leaked to reporters. FMLN sources in San Salvador
and UN sources in New York insist that approximately 110 senior officers including seven generals
are on the purge list. Media reports in San Salvador and the US indicate that most of the army high
command is on the list, including Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce and his deputy, Gen.
Juan Orlando Zepeda. Sources close to the military cited by the Washington Post confirmed that
the names of officers to be dismissed will be mixed in among the normal list of officers to be retired
so as to avoid singling out the identity of purged officers. The FMLN demobilized a group of 1,343
rebels. The group included many seasoned combat veterans, including members of special fighting
units which participated in some of the most spectacular FMLN operations during the 12-year war.
In a statement, the rebels also announced that, since Butros Ghali was "satisfied" with Cristiani's
planned armed forces' purge, destruction of rebel weapons would begin on Dec. 2. The final
elimination of all FMLN weapons will be simultaneous with demobilization of the last rebel fighters
on Dec. 15. One FMLN leader confirmed that the rebels' ground-to-air missiles will be the very last
weapons to be destroyed. Shortly after release of the FMLN statement, Foreign Minister Manuel
Pacas announced details of government plans to celebrate the peace calendar's conclusion on Dec.
15. Pacas said invitations to attend the official ceremonies had been sent to the secretary generals
of the UN and the Organization of American States (OAS), and to the presidents of all the Central
American countries, Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia and Spain. The governments of all countries with
which El Salvador maintains diplomatic relations are also invited. The FMLN formally submitted to
ONUSAL its revised weapons inventory. According to rebel sources, the inventory contains about
16% more weapons than the original list given to ONUSAL, and the current inventory includes all
surface-to-air missiles. The FMLN was previously criticized for submitting dubious inventories
that contained only a small number of rebel stockpiles. Observers say deficiencies in the earlier
inventories were partly caused by disgruntled mid-level rebel commanders who, skeptical over
the peace accord's possibilities for success, were hiding arms caches. Dec. 2: ONUSAL chief Iqbal
Riza announced he had received confirmation from the government that the army's elite Atlacatl
battalion would be demobilized as scheduled on Dec. 8, and that legalization of the FMLN as a
political party would occur on Dec. 15. Riza also said ONUSAL was evaluating contents of the new
FMLN weapons inventory which he received the previous day. At the FMLN's El Paisnal cease
fire encampment, located about 60 km. north of San Salvador, destruction of rebel weapons began
including M-60 machine guns, AK-47 semi-automatic rifles, and RPG-7 grenade launchers. Under
the watchful eye of ONUSAL members, rebels used cutting torches to ruin the weapons. ONUSAL
chief Iqbal Riza and FMLN general command member Leonel Gonzalez were on hand for the
event. "Our contingent will now join the civil struggle to transform our country," said Gonzalez.
"Our power is not in weapons but in ideas." He added that the weapons destruction program
represents "a powerful symbol to remember the conflict which took place in El Salvador, a conflict
which we would not wish upon any other country." Weapons destruction is to continue until
concluding on Dec. 15. According to ONUSAL, separate procedures are to be used for destroying
assault rifles, machine guns, mortars and grenade launchers. The final weapons to be demolished
are the FMLN's US- made Redeye and Soviet-made SAM 7 and SAM 14 surface-to-air missiles,
which will be destroyed with explosives. The entire process will culminate with the burning of
equipment and uniforms. Dec. 3: Generals Ponce and Zepeda filed libel charges with the Attorney
General against the CDHES and the UNTS for allegedly having slandered the armed forces. In
declarations to reporters, a visibly upset Ponce said the two groups were responsible for "damaging
the honor and the image of the armed forces to which we so proudly belong." Ponce characterized
publication of the documents by the CDHES and the UNTS earlier in the week as part of a domestic
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and international "conspiracy" aimed at "destroying" the armed forces. Dec. 4: In comments to
reporters, Ponce warned that "the war is not over," expressing doubts that the FMLN's weapons
arsenal will be fully destroyed by the Dec. 15 deadline. According to Ponce, the FMLN has simply
changed strategies, while still intending to "take power through whatever means necessary." Dec.
8: At UN headquarters in New York, a spokesperson announced that Butros Ghali had found the
inventory of rebel weapons "satisfactory." The spokesperson added that Butros Ghali had informed
President Cristiani the list was acceptable and that destruction of the arms was proceeding "in an
acceptable manner." As scheduled, the army dissolved the elite Atlacatl Battalion. The battalion,
whose officers received US military training, has been widely blamed for the 1981 massacre in El
Mozote and the 1989 San Salvador Jesuit massacre. Some of the 1,261 former troops and officers of
the Atlacatl battalion are to return to civilian life, while others are being transferred to other military
units. President Cristiani addressed the demobilization ceremony: "When our motherland passed
through its moments of greatest danger due to the aggression launched to seize power through
violence, a powerful arm emerged from the heart of the armed forces and became a defensive
bastion for the nation. Words cannot express the gratitude we wish to express to these troops...who
fought with discipline and courage." Outside the Atlacatl barracks where the official demobilization
ceremony was held, a group of about 300 FMLN supporters and union leaders held their own
celebration of the event. Dec. 9: In Washington, officials confirmed that Vice President Dan Quayle
will head the US delegation attending the Dec. 15 ceremonies. Butros Ghali and Mexican President
Carlos Salinas de Gortari also confirmed plans to attend. (Sources: United Press International,
12/02/92; Inter Press Service, 12/03/92; Associated Press, 12/08/92; Reuter, 11/30/92, 12/01/92,
12/08/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/01/92, 12/08/92, 12/09/92; Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 12/01/92, 12/03/92, 12/04/92, 12/09/92)
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